Message

From: Orme-Zavaleta, Jennifer [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=3C5A111DC377411595E5B24B5D96146B-ORME-ZAVALETA, JENNIFER]
Sent: 5/16/2018 6:20:38 PM

To: ifediora, Byron [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235PDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=56d1b327176447f0ac21785f770add71-Ifediora, B]
Subject: FW: Pruitt's advisers question 'secret science' plan

Could you print off the letter on the link? thanks

Jennifer Orme-Zavaleta, PhD

Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator for Science
Office of Research and Development

US Environmental Protection Agency

Personal Phone / Ex. 6

From: Blackburn, Elizabeth

Sent: Wednesday, May 16, 2018 2:08 PM

To: Orme-Zavaleta, Jennifer <Orme-Zavaleta.lennifer@epa.gov>; Robbins, Chris <Robbins.Chris@epa.gov>; Rodan,
Bruce <rodan.bruce@epa.gov>; Yamada, Richard (Yujiro) <yamada.richard@epa.gov>; Radzikowski, Mary Ellen
<Radzikowski.Maryellen@epa.gov>; Hubbard, Carolyn <Hubbard.Carolyn@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Pruitt's advisers question 'secret science' plan

Here's the link to the May 12 memo -
hitos: /fvosemite epa.povisablsabproduct nsl/ /B2 1FFAFSSERE4RIRR5 2RI SCOOSOSBR Y /S File Wk Grn memo 2080
A&LA final 053132018.ndf

Liz Blackburn

Chief of Staff

EPA Office of Research and Development
202-564-2192

Personal Phone / Ex. 6

From: Blackburn, Elizabeth

Sent: Wednesday, May 16, 2018 9:36 AM

To: Orme-Zavaleta, Jennifer <Crme-Zavaletg Jennifer@ena gov>; Robbins, Chris <Bobbins. Chris@ena sov>; Rodan,
Bruce <rodan.bruced@ena.gov>; Yamada, Richard (Yujiro) <yamada.richard®epa pov>; Radzikowski, Mary Ellen
<Badzikowski Marvellen®@epa.zoy>; Hubbard, Carolyn <Hubbard Carolvn@epa.gow>

Subject: Pruitt's advisers question 'secret science' plan

Pruitt's advisers question 'secret science’ plan
Scolt Waldman, E&E News reporter

Published: Wednesday, May 16, 2018
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EPA's Science Advisory Board wants to review Administrator Scott Pruitt's plan to restrict studies the agency uses when
crafting regulations.

The board is now led by a Pruitt appointee, Michael Honeycutt, who signed off on the request for more discussion on
Pruitt's plan to limit the agency's use of scientific studies to those that use public data.

In a May 12 memo, members of an SAB working group flagged potential problems with the rule and determined that it
could affect regulations by making them more or less stringent. They wrote that they learned of the proposed rule from
news articles and the Federal Register and noted that EPA did not provide a description of the proposed action.

EPA is required by law to provide the SAB with "proposed criteria documents, standards, limitations, or regulations
provided to any other Federal agency for formal review and comment, together with relevant scientific and technical
information on which the proposed action is based," the group said in the memo.

Among the criticisms was that the agency appears to have developed the rule without consulting actual researchers.
Advertisement

"The precise design of the rule appears to have been developed without a public process for soliciting input from the
scientific community,” the group wrote. "Nor does the preamble to the rule describe precisely how the proposal builds on
previous efforts to promote transparency such as the Information Quality Act and EPA's Information Quality Guidelines."

The proposed rule is based on legislation by Rep. Lamar Smith (R-Texas), chairman of the House Science, Space and
Technology Committee. Pruitt adopted Smith's legislation, once known as the "Secret Science" bill, after it passed the
House multiple times but failed to make it through the Senate. Smith and other proponents of the legislation say it's
necessary to increase accountability in science used in regulations that can have an economic impact.

Critics say it's designed to eliminate consideration of major health studies that form the backbone of the Clean Air Act and
air pollution provisions. One of the targets of the proposed rule is widely considered to be the Harvard Six Cities Study, a
groundbreaking body of research that connected air pollution to significant health problems.

The researchers wrote in their memo that the Harvard study has been reviewed multiple times, by researchers who did
not have access to its underlying data but came to similar conclusions.

"EPA's Science Advisory Board plays an important role in informing EPA actions on policy and regulatory matters," an
EPA spokesman said. "We value the Board's expertise, and we welcome feedback from the chartered panel on areas in
which they are interested in getting additional scientific information that is relevant to the rulemaking process."

The SAB working group found that the proposed rule did not ascertain the effect of data restrictions on existing
regulations, nor did it consider the costs of imposing such a program. The researchers acknowledged that some scientific
disciplines need more transparency but said the field has already been moving in that direction. They noted that many
human health studies are conducted with the condition and agreement that the subject's confidentiality will be protected.
They wrote that the proposed rule might be better applied to future studies, rather than those that are already in use at the
agency.

"The Work Group also found that the rule is highly controversial (indeed a similar legislative effort in the House has been
stalled in Congress for several years) and could have long-term implications,” they wrote. "Furthermore, the rule could
have the effect of removing legal, ethical, and peer-reviewed studies of health effects as sources to support the agency's
regulatory efforts."

The researchers noted that EPA already has "mechanisms for vetting science through several expert panels,” including
the SAB itself. They also requested that EPA provide a scientific and technological basis for its proposed actions.

Liz Blackburn
Chief of Staff
EPA Office of Research and Development
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202-564-2192

Personal Phone /Ex. 6 !
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